rial colonization of the amniotic fluid in 0-24% of cases. It is conceivable that bacterial contamination from an occult infection could adversely affect the results of fetal lung maturity testing. The only previous study addressing this issue has shown that a vaginal isolate of Escherichia coli was able to produce phosphatidyl glycerol, which caused a falsepositive result in a vaginal-pool specimen. 2 Because amniocentesis is used to diagnose occult bacterial infection as well as assess fetal lung maturity in patients presenting with preterm labor or preterm premature rupture of the fetal membranes, further research is needed to address the effects of bacteria on amniotic-fluid maturity testing.
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